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INTRODUCTION 

The  evolution  of  the  Chaplain  Endorsing  Agencies  and  the  Army  Chaplains 
Corps  is  due  largely  to  the  work  of  one  man,  Crville  J.  Nave,  Chaplain  USA 
(1882-1905).  Chaplain  Nave  did  much  of  the  basic  ground  work  in  making  Chris- 
tians aware  of  the  moral  and  religious  problems  in  the  military. 

At  the  close  of  the  Civil  War  the  army  was  reduced  to  the  thirty-four 
(3*0  chaplains  allowed  by  law.  These  were  assigned  in  this  way,  thirty  (30)  to 
post  chaplain  positions  and,  four  (4)  to  the  four  regiments  of  colored  troops. 
This  was  thirty  chaplains  for  about  130  posts,  thus  the  army  assigned  the  chap- 
lains to  posts  far  removed  from  the  civilian  communities. 

Chaplains  have  always  been  direct  appointments  by  the  President  and  the 
only  way  he  could  do  this  was  by  recommendations  of  men  he  knew*  During  this 
time  the  man  who  would  get  the  appointment  would  be  the  one  who  had  the  most  in- 
fluential friends,  as  there  was  always  a  waiting  list  cf  men  wanting  appointments. 
The  church  had  nothing  to  say  about  the  qualification  of  the  individual  except 
that  he  was  ordained  by  the  church. 

Crville  J.  Nave  was  appointed  in  1882.  He  had  seen  service  with  the 
111th  111.  Vols,  as  a  private  during  the  Civil  War.  While  he  was  not  the  reg- 
iment's chaplain  he  was  held  in  high  regard  and  performed  most  of  the  services 
of  the  chaplain.  HMHe  organized  the  first  religious  services  in  the  regiment, 
and  was  the  recognized  religious  leader  in  the  regiment  notwithstanding  I  had  a 
venerable  chaplain.""   Nave  knew  what  military  life  was  and  who  can  say  why  he 


Colonel  James  S.  Martin  to  the  President,  Washington,  D.C.,  Kay  25, 
1904,  Selected  Appointment,  Commission  and  Personal  Branch  Records  (hereafter 


chose  the  chaplaincy  except  that  it  was  God's  work  for  him.  He  was  not  ordained 
during  his  Civil  War  service  hut  was  a  lay  preacher.  He  graduated  from  Ohio 
Wesleyan  University  in  1870  and  was  ordained  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


abbreviated  ACP),  O.J.  Nave,  Record  Group  $&»  National  Archives  (hereafter 
abbreviated  RG  and  NA). 


I.  CHAPLAIN* S  MOVEMLNT-1887 

Nave  began  his  work  as  a  chaplain  at  Fort  Klamath,  Oregon,  November  8, 

1882.  This  move  caused  him  to  write  later  on  behalf  of  new  chaplains  to  the 

Secretary  of  Wari 

...  relieve  the  Chaplains  from  a  hardship  laid  on  no  other  officers 
appointed  from  civil  life.  Can  you  not  assign  them  to  a  temporary 
station  near  at  hand,  so  as  to  entitle  them  te  travel  allowance  to 
their  permanent  posts?  ...  I  know  from  experience  that  the  expense 
of  this  change  will  embarrass  them  for  years .2 

He  was  then  assigned  to  Fort  Townsend,  Washington,  August  24,  1884,  and 
in  November  of  that  year  he  was  assigned  to  Fort  Lyon,  Colorado.  His  reports  to 
the  Adjutant  General  shows  his  concern  over  the  moral  and  religious  needs  of  the 
enlisted  soldier  and  the  officer.  The  drinking  and  gambling  that  went  on  on  the 
post  upset  him  and  his  feelings  are  reflected  in  it.  MH.  .  .  history  of  the 
Army  shows  that  a  large  proportion  of  the  misdemeanors  committed  and  punishment 
inflicted  upon  enlisted  men  result  from  the  discretion  left  to  the  soldier  of 
drinking  intoxicating  liquors.""^  The  conditions  of  the  soldier  was  ever  on  his 
mind  and  he  was  active  to  improve  these  conditions  any  way  he  could  and  to  im- 
prove the  chaplaincy. 

Nave  was  assigned  to  Fort  Mcintosh,  Texas,  March  3»  I886yand  from  there 
to  Fort  Omaha,  Nebraska,  December  6,  1887,  The  assignment  at  Fort  Cmaha  seems 
to  move  him  out  of  channels  to  bring  about  change  in  the  army.  In  May  of  1887 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  met  in  Cmaha  and  General  Samuel 


20rville  J.  Nave  to  the  Honorable  Secretary  of  War,  Washington,  D.C., 
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Breck  Jr.,  the  Adjutant  General  of  the  Department  of  the  Piatt,  addressed  the 
assembly. 

...  at  the  instances  of  that  splendid  Christian  officer.  .  .  .passed 
the  following  resolution. 

Resolved.  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  this  Assembly  to 
lay  before  the  proper  committees  of  Congress,  the  facts  in  regard  to  the 
present  want  of  religious  instruction  at  our  army  nosts,  and  respectfully 
petition  them  to  provide  chaplains  in  sufficient  number  to  meet  this 
want. 

General  Breck  took  personal  Interest  in  the  Chaplain's  and  their  work. 
He  encouraged  Nave  to  form  a  Chaplain's  Movement,  "".  .  .to  awaken  a  new  interest 
in  the  churches  in  behalf  of  the  army."w^  Though  the  chaplains  never  got  to  meet 
Nave,  he  became  the  corresponding  secretary  anr  wrote  church  leaders  throughout 
the  United  States  to  awaken  them  to  the  needs  of  the  army  and  the  action  taken 
by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  minutes  of  the  meetings 
of  the  major  denominations  for  1888  and  1889  are  a  part  of  Nave's  records  along 
with  the  action  each  took.  Out  of  this  is  to  come  The  United  Christian  Commission 
in  the  fall  of  1890. 

On  December  7,  1888  Chaplain  Nave  wrote  to  President-elect  Benjamin 
Harrison  about  his  concerns  and  sent  him  copies  of  the  reports  he  had  received 
from  the  churches.  Nave  was  also  editing  and  publishing  a  monthly  paper  to  pro- 
mote religion  and  morality  in  the  army.  He  sent  copies  of  this  as  well.  To  which 
he  got  the  following  reply  dated  December  10,  I888j  M".  .  .  General  Harrison  di- 
rects me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  7th  inst.  with  the 
inclosures,  and  to  say  that  the  suggestion  of  your  letter  will  have  his  earnest 
consideration.""   How  many  letters  by  other  concerned  Christians  were  sent  to 


An  Appeal,  Undated  1913.  Selected  ACP,  O.J.  Nave,  RG  9^,  NA. 

^From  the  Commercial  Tribune,  June  20,  1904,  Selected  ACP,  C.J.  Nave, 
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the  President-elect  on  this  matter  is  not  known  but  several  appeared  in  the  Army 
and  Navy  Journal  about  this  same  time. 

President  Harrison  named  Mr,  Proctor  as  Secretary  of  War  and  almost  right 
away  looked  into  some  of  the  charges  made,  Mr.  Proctor  had  orders  issued  doing 
away  with  Sunday  inspections  and  dress  parades.  Post  tx*aders  were  put  under  close 
supervision  and  the  problem  of  desertion  was  studied;  to  which  shorter  enlistments 
were  offered. 


II.  THE  UNITED  CHRISTIAN  COMMISSION 

In  the  fall  of  1890  the  Presbyterian,  Methodist  Episcopal,  Baptist, 
Evangelical  Lutheran,  United  Presbyterian,  Congregational,  and  Episcopal  churches 
agreed  to  cooperate  and  formed  The  United  Christian  Commission.  "".  .  .  in  se- 
curing the  one  thing,  "Promotion  of  Religion  and  Morality  in  the  Army.""7 
Chaplain  Nave  was  elected  as  the  Army  representative  for  the  chaplains  and  se- 
lected to  be  a  corresponding  secretary  for  the  commission. 

Nave  was  active  in  the  formation  of  the  commission  as  can  be  attested  to 
by  the  minutes  of  the  many  churches  he  had  been  in  contact  with.  Chaplains  were 
held  in  low-esteem  in  the  armyi  "**.  .  .  Chaplains  in  the  army  are  kind  of  super- 
numerary, don't  do  much  good,  and  but  little  harm,  draw  their  pay  and  pass  a  life 
of  ease  without  thought  or  much  care  for  anything  or  any  person  save  themselves, 

o 
and  watching  payday.  .  ,"H   This  is  just  one  example  of  some  of  the  things 

said  about  the  army  chaplain.  They  were  accused  of  being  drunkards,  lazy,  and 
not  having  any  influence  on  the  enlisted  men  or  the  officers.  This  is  what  Nave 
was  working  to  Improve,  the  image  and  the  work  of  the  chaplain. 

Nave  gave  an  address  at  the  United  Christian  Commission  meeting  that  was 
held  December  14,  I89O  in  Washington  D.C.  That  meeting  was  open  to  the  public 
and  evidently  a  reporter  for  the  Kansas  City  Times  was  there.  An  article  ap- 
peared in  the  Kansas  City  Times  denouncing  Nave  as  being  a  trouble  maker  and 
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misquoting  what  he  said  in  his  speech  in  Washington.  It  denounced  him  for  taking 
leave  to  attend  the  meeting  while  the  troops  were  in  the  field  during  the  Indian 
Wars  of  I89O.  In  late  November,  the  Kansas  City  Times  had  printed  a  request  as 
to  why  the  chaplain  was  not  going  to  the  field  and  found  it  was  against  regula- 
tion. There  were  no  provisions  for  the  chaplain  to  accompany  the  troops," 

^Army  and  Navy  Journal.  December  6,  1890,  p.244j  December  13»  1890, 
p. 263j  December  20,  I89O,  p.280. 


III.  CCNFERENCE  OF  ARMY  CHAPLAINS 

Early  in  I89I  Chaplain  Nave  called  a  "Conference  of  Army  Chaplains"  to 

be  held  May  13-18,  I89I  at  Leavenworth,  Kansas,  Nave's  work  with  The  United 

Christian  Commission  has  made  him  mindful  of  the  need  for  the  chaplains  to  get 

together  and  push  their  cause. 

The  failure,  along  with  other  attempted  army  legislation,  to  secure 
the  passage  of  a  bill  providing  for  an  increase  of  chaplains,  necessitates 
one  of  two  things  — an  abandonment  of  all  effort  to  secure  us  and  our  work 
a  better  status  1  or  a  renewed,  united,  and  more  thoroughly  co-operative 
effort  to  secure  results. 

Six  of  the  thirty-four  army  chaplains  attended  the  conference.  They  were  to  show 

their  sup;x>rt  for  House  bill  No. 3868  and  offer  some  amendments  they  felt  were 

needed.  They  wanted  chaplains  designated  by  law  as  chaplains  and  their  duties 

spelled  out.  They  wanted  to  add  fifteen  junior  chaplains  with  rank  and  pay  of 

first  lieutenant.  The  conference  was  to  improve  the  chaplaincy  and  it  was  felt 

they  had  to  show  an  interest  on  their  own.  Nave  had  been  trying  for  over  three 

years  to  get  the  chaplains  together  for  a  conference.  The  Chaplains  Movement 

had  been  started  with  just  this  kind  of  program  in  mind. 

The  Kansas  City  Times  seemed  to  delirht  in  denouncing  and  degrading  chaplains. 
The  Army  and  Navy  Journal  picked  up  an  item  they  had  printed  about  the  Conference 
of  Army  Chaplains,  (May  30,  I89I,  p. 681). 

Chaplains  Nave  and  D.R.  Lowell  wrote  the  Journal  in  response  to  the  article 


Conference  of  Army  Chaplains  Minutes,  May  13-18,  I89I,  Selected  ACP, 
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they  had  printed.  ""D.R.  Lowell  wrote,  There  is  but  one  truthful  statement  in 
your  squib,  vizi  that  such  a  conf,  was  held  to  consider  the  ChaDlains  work."" 
Have  used  it  to  his  advantage  in  explaining  why  the  conference  was  held  and  ex- 
pressing the  harmony  and  union  of  those  present. 

•  •  .  Army  chaplains,  being  composed,  as  it  was,  of  representatives  of  five 
different  denominations  of  Christians,  was  therefore  unharmonious ,  was  an 
utter  misrepresentation  of  th>  facts  in  the  case.  No  body  of  ministers  ever 
met,  I  am  justified  in  saying  .  .  .  whose  relations  there  was  more  perfect 
fraternity.  .  .  We  are  sure  th-t  the  country,  the  churches,  and  the  nrmy, 
to  each  and  all  of  which  we  are  accountable,  will  commend  our  efforts  to 
elevate  the  Army  chaplaincy  from  the  ill-favor  with  which  it  has  been 
regarded  since  the  war,  and  make  it  what  it  should  and  what  a  majority  of 
the  corps  are  determined  it  shall  be. 

The  newspaper  articles  continued  to  appear  in  the  Kansas  City  Times.  It 
is  almost  as  if  they  were  out  to  get  Nave.  He  became  known  as  a  newspaper  agita- 
tor and  it  turned  up  in  one  of  his  efficiency  reports.  This  efficiency  report 
was  cited  in  1904  as  reason  for  not  promoting  him  to  Major. 

On  February  ?6,  1894  Colonel  D.  S.  Gordon  requested  through  channels  that 
Chaplain  Nave  be  relieved  of  his  duties  at  Port  Niobrara  and  transferred  to  a  new 
station.  This  request  went  to  the  Ar  jutant  General  of  the  Army,  Washington,  D.C. 
He  left  it  up  to  the  Department  of  the  Piatt  to  transfer  him  to  another  post  in 
the  department.  He  also  cited  the  correspondence  that  reached  their  office  when 
Nave  had  been  transferred  from  Croaha. 

When  the  Chaplain  was  transferred  from  Port  Omaha  to  Fort  Niobrara  in 
I89O,  there  were  a  great  many  protests  sent  to  the  Department  by  his  friends 
against  moving  him  from  Omaha. 

Chaplain  Nave  appears  to  have  engaged  in  correspondence  with  various 
people,  churches,  and  societies  throughout  the  United  States  in  regard  to 
promoting  religion  and  morality  in  the  Army,  •  .  .*3 


Chaplain  D.  R.  Lowell  to  Army  and  Navy  Journal.June  13,  I89I,  Selected 
ACP,  O.J.  Nave,  RG  9^.  NA. 
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The  Adjutant  General  of  the  Department  of  the  Flatt  replied,  "".  .  .  his  un- 
savory reputation  as  a  newspaper  afjitator  have  in  my  judgment,  put  an  end  to 
his  usefulness  as  a  Chaplain  in  connection  with  troops. "m14  Nave  is  not  trans- 
ferred but  remained  at  fort  Niobrara  until  I897, 

Little  is  known  of  Nave's  activities  in  those  years  between  1894-Ic97 
when  he  was  transferred  to  Fort  McPherson,  Georgia.  The  only  thing  that  is  known 
is  that  he  published  Nave*s  Toxical  Bible,  and  gave  it  to  Nebraska  Wesleyan 
University.  It  became  well  known  as  a  study  Bible  and  had  sold  over  150,000 
copies  by  the  time  of  his  death  in  1916. 

In  1897  he  reported  to  Fort  McPherson  and  has  one  of  his  best  post  min- 
istries. In  may  of  I898  it  was  a  focal  point  for  troops  going  to  and  returning 
from  Cuba.  The  report  can  only  be  mentioned  as  an  example  of  what  a  chaplain  can 
do.  It  can  be  found  in  his  record  group  in  the  National  Archives. 

In  1899  he  was  ordered  to  join  the  Third  Infantry  in  the  Phillipines. 
He  sought  to  have  the  orders  changed  for  reasons  of  health  or  to  be  retired. 
A  medical  review  board  examined  him  and  found  him  fit  for  duty.  He  joined  the 
Third  Infantry  in  the  Philippines  on  February  25 »  1901  and  stayed  with  them  on 
returnii  r  to  the  States  to  Fort  Thomas,  Kentucky,  A  ril  29 »  1902.  Chaplain 
Nave  remained  at  Fort  Thomas  until  he  retired  April  20,  1905  by  reason  of  age, 
sixty  four  years  old. 


^Adjutant  General  Department  of  the  Piatt  to  Adjutant  General  United 
States  Army,  Washington,  D.C.,  March  16,  1894,  Selected  ACP,  C.J.  Nave,  RG  94, 
NA. 


IV.  THE  ASSOCIATION  OF  CHAPLAINS 

September  12,  1912  a  Conference  of  Chaplains  of  the  Army,  Navy,  National 
Guard  and  of  the  Civil  and  Spanish  American  Wars  was  held  in  connection  with  a 
National  Encampment  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  in  Los  Angeles,  Nave  was 
chosen  to  represent  the  moral  and  religious  welfare  of  the  service  man  and  to 
keep  it  before  the  churches. 

The  Association  of  Chaplains  of  the  military  and  Naval  Forces  of  the 
United  States  came  into  being  at  this  conference.  Nave  was  elected  President 
and  Field  Secretary.  One  of  the  first  things  he  did  was  to  write  President- 
elect Wocdrow  Wilson  In  November  1912  and  lay  before  him  the  concerns  of  the 
association,  for  the  moral  and  religious  welfare  of  the  men  In  service. 

In  general  it  is  not  recognized  in  the  Departments  as  seriously  as  we  think 
it  should  be,  that  our  soldiers  and  sailors  are  for  the  most  part  young  men 
in  the  formative  period  of  life,  needing  strong  moral  and  religious  supports 
and  guidance,  and  consequently  the  chaplains  are  not  given  the  moral  support 
that  is  necessary  to  give  them  large  influence. ^ 

Nave's  energetic  work  for  the  association  nut  him  in  touch  with  all  the  major 

denominations  with  "An  Appeal"  on  behalf  of  the  service  man. 


^Chaplain  C.J.  Nave  to  the  Honorable  Woodrow  Wilson,  Trenton,  N.J., 
November  7,  1912,  Selected  ACP,  C.J.  Nave,  RG  94,  NA. 
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V.  FEDERAL  COUNCIL  OF  CHURCHES 

In  191^  the  Federal  Council  of  Churches  took  up  the  plea  for  the  moral 
and  religious  welfare  of  the  service  man.  The  Federal  Council  of  Churches  liked 
the  program  that  the  As  oc lit ion  of  Chaplains  had  and  adopted  it  as  part  of 
their  program. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Social  Service  Commission  of  the  Federal 
Council,  the  Association  for  the  Moral  anc1  Religious  Welfare  cf  Our  Soldiers 
and  Sailors,  organized  in  Detroit,  in  191^ »  is  working  with  good  results. 
Chaplain  Nave,  retired,  Los  Angeles,  California,  is  Chairman,  .  .  .  Two  of 
Its  statements  need  to  be  brought  home  to  the  churches: 

1. "Array  ant  Navy  Chaplains  have  a  difficult  work  to  perform,  unddr 
difficult  conditions  and  need  the  fraternal  sympathy  and  co-operation  of 
their  churches.  .  ." 

2. "It  is  a  sad  fact  that  when  the  boys  in  blue  present  themselves  as 
worshippers  at  some  of  our  churches,  "they  are  not  only  not  welcomed,  but 
are  given  to  understand  that  they  are  not  wanted. "I" 

In  1917  the  Federal  Council  of  churches  became  the  endorsing  agency 

for  the  appointments  to  chaplaincies  in  the  Army  and  Navy.  The  committee  that 

was  set  up  had  a  definite  set  of  guide  lines  to  go  foy.  The  first  time  in  the 

history  of  the  Chaplaincy  the  churches  had  a  say  as  to  who  and  what  man  would 

get  the  appointment.  The  Chaplain  endorsing  agencies  came  Into  being  at  this 

time. 


16 


Minutes  of  the  ^deral  Council  cf  Churches,  September  1915*  P.538. 
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CONCLUSION 

In  191^  and  1915  Nave  served  as  Chaplain  in  Chief  of  the  Grand  Army  of 
the  Republic.  He  was  constantly  on  the  go  during  these  years,  attending  meetings, 
organizing  new  chapters  of  the  Association  for  the  Moral  and  Religious  Welfare 
of  Our  Soldiers  and  Sailors  across  the  nation.  He  found  time  to  write  Nave ' s 
Handbook  on  the  Army  Chaplaincy,  for  new  chaplains. 

Through  the  years  Nave  spoke  of  the  Chaplains  Corps  as  though  it  exist- 
ed. It  didn't  exist  on  paper  and  there  was  no  formal  organization  but  to  Nave 
the  bond  of  Christ  made  them  a  Corps.  He  urged  the  formal  establishment  of 
the  Corps  on  many  occasions,  just  as  he  urged  and  pleaded  for  a  training  school 
for  new  chaplains.  He  was  always  after  the  churches  to  improve  the  chaplaincy 
by  having  some  control  over  the  men  who  entered  the  services.  Chaplains  should 
be  the  best  ministers. 

On  the  evening  of  June  23»  1916  as  he  was  hurrying  to  catch  a  trolly  to 
attend  a  meeting,  he  was  struck  by  a  trolly  going  in  the  opposite  direction.  He 
died  the  next  day.  He  was  seventy-five  years  old. 

Had  Nav>  lived  another  four  years  he  would  have  seen  the  results  of  what 
he  had  labored  for  so  long  take  place. 

1917  the  Federal  Council  of  Churches  became  the  recognized  Endorsing 
Agency  and  only  those  men  that  committees  from  the  churches  approve. 

1918  the  Charlalns  Training  School  came  into  being  by  law. 

1920  the  Chaplains  Corps  was  offically  organized  and  the  first  Chief  of 
Cha-Dlains  is  named  and  chanlains  could  advance  to  the  rank  of  Colonel. 
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